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Things I like:

● Exploring new APIs
● Automating processes
● Coffee



Quick Intro to APIs
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JSON / XML
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VizQL Data Service (VDS): New Developer Tool

● VDS is a new Tableau API for 

programmatic data access

● Allows querying published Tableau data 

sources and sending data to external 

applications 

● A flexible solution for extending data 

usage beyond Tableau dashboards



Enter Headless BI

● Separation of Data Layer & Visualization

● API-Driven Integration

● Customizable & Scalable

● Improved Flexibility

Approach to data analytics that decouples the backend (data processing, 
querying, and management) from the frontend (visualization and 
presentation)



Tableau Data Flow: Before VDS
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Tableau Data Flow: With VDS



VDS Use Cases: Beyond Vizualizations

● Embed custom visualisations in any application using governed data sources

● Automate data distribution

● Power AI and machine learning applications

Screenshot from a YouTube video about VizQL Data Service by Kyle Massey

https://kylejmassey.com/vizql-data-service-from-tableau-use-your-data-your-way/


VDS: Key Features

● View metadata about your data 

source to explore available fields

● Get existing columns with specified 

aggregation

● Filter your data using four filter types: 

QUANTITATIVE, SET, DATE or TOP

● Create new columns using familiar 

Tableau calculated field syntax



VDS: Security & Governance

● Maintains existing data governance framework

● Requires API access configuration for the corresponding data source 

● Enables controlled data access via personal access tokens (PAT) or connected 

apps



VDS Demo: Coffee orders dataset



VDS Demo: Get Started with Postman
Use code snippets in Tableau’s Postman collection

REQUEST RESPONSE



VDS Demo: Morning Brew Alerts
Sending scheduled text messages using data from published Tableau data sources
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Useful 
Resources

● VDS Documentation

● Introduction to VDS at Tableau Conference’24

● Blog about VizQL Data Service from Kyle Massey

● VDS: First impressions and discussion about Headless BI 

from Tableau Tim

● Join Tableau Developer Programme: 

www.tableau.com/developer 

https://help.tableau.com/current/api/vizql-data-service/en-us/docs/whats_new.html
https://www.salesforce.com/plus/experience/tableau_conference_2024/series/learning_at_tableau_conference_2024/episode/episode-s1e11
https://kylejmassey.com/vizql-data-service-from-tableau-use-your-data-your-way/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgj2zyGRz7s&t=2s
http://www.tableau.com/developer
http://www.tableau.com/developer


Hands-on VDS training
tomorrow at 3pm



Headless BI in Tableau session
tomorrow at 3:40pm





Monthly DataDev Challenges

datadevquest.com

http://datadevquest.com
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